Doppler echocardiography.
In the past year, Doppler echocardiography has continued to transform the "echo laboratory" into a "cardiac imaging and hemodynamics laboratory." Evaluation of blood flow through the cardiac chambers and great vessels is moving from semiquantitative to quantitative. The potential for measuring mitral regurgitant flow more precisely has been demonstrated by evaluating the zone of flow acceleration that occurs on the left ventricular side of the mitral valve. Direct imaging of pulmonary venous return to the left atrium using transesophageal Doppler echocardiography has also allowed more precise quantification of mitral regurgitation. Left ventricular systolic function may be better quantified in patients with mitral regurgitation by calculating the ratio of the change in pressure to the change in time from the continuous wave spectrum of regurgitant flow. The practical application of transmitral flow.in evaluating diastolic function has been applied to cardiac amyloidosis.